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Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

For  the  Year  ending  December  31st,  1908. 


Steeple  Claydon, 

February  ist,  igog. 

To  the  Rural  District  Council  of  Buckingham. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  my  Eleventh 
Annual  Report,  as  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  for  the  year 
ending  December  31st,  1908,  and,  in  doing  so,  allow  me  to  thank 
you  very  heartily  for  the  consideration  and  attention  which  you 
have  paid  to  my  recommendations. 

During  the  year  I have  attended  24  Council  Meetings  and  11 
Committe  Meetings. 

The  Rural  District  of  Buckingham  consists  of  33  parishes, 
comprising  an  area  of  54,696  acres  (85  square  miles),  exclusive  of 
the  area  covered  with  water,  which  amounts  to  197  acres.  It  is 
an  undulating  well-wooded  country,  with  no  hills  of  any  consider- 
able height.  Grass  land  (principally  permanent  pasture)  largely 
predominates,  and  consequently  the  amount  of  arable  land  is 
comparatively  small,  the  principal  crops  being  wheat  and  beans. 
The  River  Ouse  flows  through  the  District,  from  Westbury 
where  it  enters  it,  to  Beachampton  where  it  leaves  it,  and  it 
is  joined  by  a considerable  tributary  at  Thornborough.  There 
are  no  manufactures,  with  the  exception  of  brick  making,  and  it  is 
purely  an  Agricultural  District,  sending  a large  quantity  of  milk 
to  London. 

The  Geological  features  of  the  District  are  of  a varied 
character.  The  formation  is  that  known  as  the  Middle  and  Lower 
Oolite.  Belonging  to  the  latter  is  the  Great  Oolite,  which  is  a 
soft  and  marly  limestone,  and  which  is  met  with  at  Shalstone, 
Stowe  and  Thornborough.  Another  member  of  the  Lower  Oolite 
is  the  Combrash,  a rubbly  Limestone  of  a blue  colour,  which 
becomes  yellow  on  exposure  to  air  owing  to  the  oxidation  of  the 
iron  present.  This  member  of  the  series  is  found  at  Tingewick, 
Maids  Moreton,  Akeley,  Thornborough.  Beachampton  and  Marsh 
Gibbon.  The  Middle  Oolite  is  principally  represented  in  the 
District  by  the  Oxford  Clay,  which  is  a blueish  clay,  weathering 
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yellow  on  the  surface,  and  is  about  500  feet  thick.  Sand  and 
gravel  drifts  are  of  frequent  occurrence,  as  well  as  large  masses  of 
clay  full  of  pebbles.  These  deposits  are  relics  of  the  glacial 
period,  and  were  either  dropped  by  melting  icebergs  or  deposited 
as  c<  moraines  ” at  the  end  of  a great  glacier.  The  river  gravels  of 
the  Ouse  are  of  large  extent  and  abound  in  Oolite  fossils,  especi- 
ally belemniies  which  the  inhabitants  used  to  grind  up  and  take  as 
a cure  for  rheumatism. 

The  rainfall  for  the  past  year  has  amounted  to  23*38  inches, 
which  is  over  two  inches  less  than  that  of  1907.  The  average  for 
the  last  30  years  is  26*75  inches,  but  the  rainfall  has  been  gradually 
decreasing,  the  average  for  the  ro  years  1871-1880  being  29*68 
inches,  while  the  average  for  the  10  years  1898-1907  was  only 
23*18  inches.  The  number  of  days  in  1908  during  which  rain 
was  registered  was  172,  compared  with  186  in  1907.  The  wettest 
month  was  April,  which  was  due  to  the  heavy  fall  of  snow, 
succeeded  by  rain.  The  driest  month  was  November,  which  is 
most  unusual.  The  three  months,  October,  November  and 
December  had  only  a total  rainfall  of  less  than  4 inches,  and  it  is 
to  this  fact  that  we  may  attribute  the  continued  shortage  of  water 
up  to  the  end  of  the  year. 

At  the  Census  of  1901  the  District  contained  a population  of 
8124,  being  a decrease  of  830  since  the  Census  of  1891.  There 
were  at  that  time  2007  inhabited  houses,  having  an  average  number 
of  4*047  persons  per  house.  I have  estimated  the  population  as 
being  7672  to  the  middle  of  1908. 

The  number  of  births  registered  during  the  year  was  179 
(boys  92,  girls  87),  being  equal  to  an  annual  birth-rate  of  23*37 
per  1000  living,  compared  with  23*4  for  1907.  The  rate  for  Rural 
England  and  Wales  for  1908  was  26*2. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  during  the  year  was  -98, 
being  equal  to  an  annual  death-rate  of  12*8  per  1000  living.  Five 
deaths  of  residents  were  registered  as  having  occurred  in  Public 
Institutions  outside  the  District,  so  that  the  corrected  death-rate  is 
13*4  per  1000  living,  compared  with  14*1  for  the  year  1907.  The 
rate  for  Rural  England  and  Wales  for  1908  was  14*7. 

• The  infantile  mortality,  or  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under 
one  year  of  age  per  1000  births  registered,  was  61,  compared  with 
83  for  1907.  The  rate  for  Rural  England  and  Wales  for  1908 
was  no.  Buckinghamshire  is  one  of  those  counties  with  the 
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lowest  infantile  mortality.  Summer  or  Epidemic  Diarrhoea  is  one 
of  the  greatest  causes  of  death  amongst  young  children,  and  of  late 
years  special  attention  has  been  drawn  to  the  part  played  by  the 
common  house-fly  in  the  contamination  of  milk,  which  is  largely 
or  solely  the  food  of  infants.  Every  precaution  should  be  taken 
to  protect  the  milk  supply  from  infection  by  flies  after  it  has 
reached  the  premises  of  the  consumer.  Vessels  containing  milk 
ought  to  be  covered  by  muslin  or  fly-proof  covers  of  fine  wire 
gauze.  Heaps  of  manure  and  household  refuse  should  not  be 
allowed  to  accumulate  near  the  dwelling  house,  but  should  be 
removed  at  frequent  intervals.  These  precautions  are  of  course 
principally  needed  in  the  summer  months.  It  appears  that  one 
of  the  Inspectors  of  the  Local  Government  Board  is  at  present 
engaged  in  an  investigation  on  the  danger  of  flies  as  carriers  of 
disease. 


Closely  connected  with  this  subject  of  infantile  mortality  is 
the  question  of  the  purity  or  otherwise  of  the  milk  supply,  and  this 
question  is  of  special  interest  to  a District  like  this,  where  a large 
quantity  of  milk  is  sent  to  London.  dbe  milk  producers  have  a 
just  cause  of  complaint  against  the  Railway  Companies,  in  that 
they  are  not  allowed  to  fasten  or  seal  the  churns  or  vessels  in 
which  the  milk  is  sent  up  to  London.  The  milk  therefore  may  be 
tampered  with  (diluted  or  polluted)  from  the  time  it  is  delivered 


at  the  local  station  until  the  time  it  is  delivered  to  the  milk-seller 
in  London.  The  Companies  say  that  they  insist  on  this  so  that 
they  may  know  what  quantity  of  milk  is  being  sent,  but  in  my 
opinion  the  remedy  for  this  would  be  the  official  stamping  of  the 
churns  with  their  own  weight,  and  then  by  merely  weighing  them 
when  filled  the  amount  of  milk  contained  in  them  could  be  easily 
ascertained.  More  and  ever  more  restrictions  are  beincr  placed 
upon  the  milk  trade  to  increase  the  purity  of  the  milk  and  protect 
it  from  contamination,  but  until  it  is  properly  safeguarded  during 
its  transit  by  rail  it  is  impossible  for  the  farmer  to  guarantee  that 

it  reaches  the  consumer  in  the  same  state  as  that  in  which  n Wt 
his  premises.  ' L 


\ hfel  neJ  PVerS  are  being  S0Ught  from  Parliament  this 
year  by  the  London  County  Council  for  dealing  with  the  sale  f 

■mpure  milk  One  of  the  members  of  the  Health  Commit,  e o 

that  Council  is  of  opinion  that  “ the  powers  under  the  n,; 

Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Acts  should  be  taken  out  of  th  1’ 

of  the  Rural  District  Councils,  which  mainly  consist 

who  are  sometimes  conservative  in  these  matters,  and  given  to  tV 
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County  Councils,  who  should  be  kept  up  to  their  work  in  this 
respect  by  the  Local  Government  Board.  The  new  Bill  claims 
the  right  for  the  Council’s  officials  to  visit  railway  stations  in 
London  and  take  samples  of  milk  brought  in  for  consumption  in 
the  County.”  He  goes  on  to  say  very  justly  that  “ this  system 
would  interfere  with  the  only  reliable  arrangement  for  conveying 
milk  in  a pure  condition  from  the  dairy  farm  to  the  consumer, 
under  which  the  milk  would  be  carried  in  a sealed  and  air-tight 
can,  which  is  kept  absolutely  unopened  until  it  reaches  the  retailer’s 
shop.”  “At  the  same  time,”  he  goes  on,  “it  is  very  essential 
that  nothing  be  done  to  increase  the  price  of  milk.”  What  else 
can  he  expect  but  that  the  price  of  milk  will  be  raised  by  the 
producer  if  he  is  hampered  by  these  restrictions,  which  naturally 
will  raise  the  cost  of  production  ? If  the  public  demands  a supply 
of  perfectly  pure  milk,  free  from  all  contamination  and  adulteration, 
then  they  must  pay  an  enhanced  price.  The  producer  is  not  a 
philanthropist  who  can  afford  to  sell  at  a loss,  but  a business  man 
who  is  striving  to  make  a profit  and  a livelihood  from  his  produce. 

The  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Order  of  1885  is  now 
being  carried  out  vigorously  by  this  Council ; they  are  insisting  on 
all  cow-keepers,  &c.,  being  registered,  and  have  issued  regulations 
for  the  inspection  of  cowsheds,  and  the  prevention  of  infection  or 
contamination  of  the  milk  supplies. 

Already  a great  improvement  is  noticeable  in  the  cowsheds; 
several  new  ones  have  been  built  in  this  District,  and  several  old 
ones  have  been  renovated  and  improved.  In  this  Report  I am 
showing  reproductions  of  photographs  which  I have  taken  of 
(1)  A new  Cowshed  ; (2)  A renovated  Cowshed  ; (3)  A Bucks 
Dairy  Cow  and  (4)  several  Bucks  Dairy  Cows. 

I must  also  bear  witness  to  the  energy  which  the  new  Sanitary 
Inspector,  Mr.  Bell,  has  put  into  this  work  of  Cowshed  Inspection, 
as  well  as  into  all  the  other  work  which  he  has  done  for  this 
Council. 

Five  deaths  have  been  registered  from  Phthisis  (Consump- 
tion) during  1908,  and  the  Phthisis  death-rate  would  therefore  be 
0-65  per  1000  compared  with  a similar  rate  ior  1 9° 7 * bhe  rate 
for  England  and  Wales  is  1*16. 

The  Zymotic  death-rate  is  o’ 13  per  1000  compared  with  0*38 
for  1907  and  0.99  for  Rural  England  and  Wales  (1908).  1 he 

Zymotic  death-rate  is  a term  applied  to  the  mortality  from  the 
“ seven  principal  Zymotic  diseases,  viz.  : Small-pox,  Measles, 
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Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough,  Pever  (simple  con 
tinuued,  Typhus  and  Enteric),  and  Diarrhcea.  1 he  death  arising 
from  Zymotic  diseases  was  caused  by  Whooping  Cough. 

Nineteen  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified  during  the  past 
year  without  a death,  compared  with  3 cases  and  no  death  during 

1907.  The  cases  occurred  in  the  following  villages : Beachampton 
12,  Steeple  Claydon  6,  and  Turweston  1. 

Nine  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified  without  a deatn, 
compared  with  twenty-one  cases  and  three  deaths  during  1907. 
The  cases  occurred  in  the  following  villages  : Lillingstone  Lovell 
1,  Marsh  Gibbon  2,  Preston  Bissett  1,  Steeple  Claydon  1,  and 
Twyford  4.  During  the  eleven  years,  1 898- T 908,  since  I was 
appointed  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  there  have  been  114  cases 
of  Diphtheria  notified  with  16  deaths,  being  a case-mortality  of  14 
per  cent.,  which  is  satisfactory  considering  the  difficulties  of  treat- 
ment and  nursing  in  a Rural  District. 

Two  cases  of  this  disease  occurred  in  the  village  of  Marsh 
Gibbon.  The  patients  were  sisters,  and  although  not  living  in  the 
same  house,  the  one  last  attacked  has  been  a good  deal  with  her 
sister.  I cannot  trace  the  origin  of  the  disease,  as  the  water  in 
use  at  the  first  house  was  analysed  by  the  County  Analyst  and 
pronounced  free  from  pollution,  also  no  other  person  using  this 
water  suffered  any  ill  effects.  1 he  milk  was  also  obtained  from 
two  different  sources.  1 he  diagnosis  of  the  disease  was  bacteri- 
ologically  confirmed. 

There  were  no  deaths  registered  from  this  disease  during 

1908,  nor  were  there  any  in  the  previous  year. 

One  death  was  registered  from  this  disease  during  the  past 
year.  F 

Five  cases  were  notified  during  the  year  without  a d^ath 
compared  with  six  cases  and  no  death  during  1907. 

No  cases  notified. 

No  cases  notified. 


Six  cases  of  Cancer  ended  fatally  in  .908,  compared  with 

eleven  in  1907.  1 wun 

✓ 

Two  deaths  were  registered  from  Influenza  in  1908,  comnareH 
with  two  in  1907.  mpa.ed 
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Thirty-five  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  have  been  notified 
under  this  Act  during^  1908,  compared  with  thirty-one  cases  in 
1907.  I give  the  usual  table  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  in 
this  District  since  the  Act  was  adopted  in  1890,  and  this  year  I 
also  give  a similar  table  with  the  population  and  number  of  deaths 
from  the  diseases  indicated.  I am  sorry  that  I am  only  able  to 
give  this  return  since  the  date  of  my  appointment  (1898),  as  I 
have  not  the  requisite  figures  before  that  date. 
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A Local  Government  Board  Order  dated  10th  December, 
1908,  and  dealing  with  the  notification  of  Pulmonary  T ubercu  osis, 
came  into  force  on  the  1st  of  January,  1909. 

As  long  ago  as  1900,  by  permission  of  your  Council,  I had 
the  following  leaflet  printed  and  distributed  in  the  District : 
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RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  BUCKINGHAM. 

Consumption  and  its  Prevention. 

Tuberculosis,  the  most  fatal  form  of  which  is  1 hthisis  o 
Consumption,  causes  about  60,000  deaths  in  England  an  a 
every  year. 

It  is  a preventable  disease. 

The  disease  is  caused  by  the  entrance  into  the  system  of  a 
germ  or  microbe,  which  is  present  in  the  dust  of  the  air,  or  m 
food  (meat  and  milk).  These  germs  are  derived  from  persons  or 
animals  already  suffering  from  the  disease,  and  are  found  in 
phlegm,  spittle,  or  expectoration. 

The  expectoration  is  only  dangerous  when  it  becomes  dry, 
and  is  blown  about  and  breathed  in  the  form  of  dust. 

There  is  no  danger  of  catching  the  disease  from  the  breath 
of  a consumptive  person,  except  during  fits  of  coughing. 

Conditions  likely  to  cause  the  spread  of  Consumption  are 
damp  houses,  bad  ventilation,  want  of  fresh  air  and  sunlight, 
overcrowding,  dust  and  dirt. 

Conditions  which  prevent  Consumption  are  dry  well-drained 
soils,  sanitary  houses,  sunlight  and  fresh  air. 

Consumption  can  be  cured. 

PRECA  UTIONS. 

A consumptive  person  ought  only  to  spit  into  a proper  cup 
or  pocket  spittoon,  and  the  expectoration  must  be  burnt  at  the 
back  of  the  fire.  He  may  spit  into  a small  piece  of  paper  or  rag, 
which  should  at  once  be  burnt. 

A piece  of  paper  or  rag  can  be  used  for  wiping  the  mouth 
and  then  burnt  immediately. 

All  cups,  spoons,  knives  and  forks  used  by  a consumptive 
person  must  be  carefully  washed  before  being  used  by  others. 

A consumptive  person  must  not  swallow  the  expectoration  or 
spittle. 

A consumptive  person  must  not  kiss  or  be  kissed  on  the 
mouth. 

A consumptive  person  must  sleep  in  a separate  bed,  but  not 
necessarily  in  a separate  room. 

All  rooms  occupied  by  consumptive  persons  should  be  well 
lighted  and  ventilated,  and  kept  free  from  dirt,  dust  and  damp. 
Avoid  overcrowding  and  blocked-up  chimneys.  Windows  must 
be  kept  open  during  the  day  and  even  at  night. 

Rooms  must  be  kept  free  from  dust  by  using  damp  dusters 
also  tea  leaves  for  sweeping  the  floor.  The  dusters  must  be 
boiled  after  use,  and  the  tea-leaves  burnt. 

All  milk  ought  to  be  boiled  or  sterilised,  and  meat  well 
cooked. 
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When  the  room  of  a consumptive  patient  becomes  un- 
occupied by  death  or  removal,  it  will  be  disinfected  free  of  cost 
by  the  Buckingham  Rural  District  Council,  on  application  being 
made  to  them  or  their  Officers.  8 

PHILIP  L.  BENwSON,  m.a.,  m.d.,  d.p.h.,  camfs., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health . 


The  Local  Government  Board  Order  above  referred  to  only 
requires  notification  of  those  cases  who  are  inmates  of  a Poor 
Law  Institution,  or  who  are  attended  by  a District  Medical  Officer 
according  to  his  agreement  with  a Board  of  Guardians,  but  there 
is  no  provision  made,  at  all  events  in  the  case  of  those  who  live 
outside  a Poor  Law  Institution,  for  their  subsequent  treatment 
in  an  institution  or  under  suitable  and  sanitary  conditions. 
Notification  then  does  not  mean  any  more  than  official  recog- 
nition, and  the  action  forced  upon  the  Poor  Law  authorities  will 
no  doubt  be  followed  by  other  Government  departments  whose 
duties  are  connected  in  any  way  with  Public  Health.  I take  the 
following  remarks  from  “ The  Standard'1'1 : — 

“The  multiplication  of  these  authorities  and  their  wasteful 
administration  are  notorious,  and  are  strong  proof  of  the  need 
there  is  for  re-modelling  the  service  and  placing  it  under  a 
Minister  of  Health.  Notification  under  the  Poor  Law  is  useful  as 
far  as  it  goes,  but  it  will  avail  little  if  it  stops  at  this,  and  if  the  Poor 
Law  authorities  do  not  devise  some  system  of  treatment.  It  is  of 
little  use  to  inform  a poor  man  that  he  is  consumptive  unless 
something  is  done  to  help  him. 

“But  prevention  is  better  than  cure,  and  the  elimination  of  the 
disease  is  a duty  which  this  generation  owes  to  its  successors. 
It  is  in  this  connection  that  the  recent  institution  of  medical 
inspection  of  schools  deserves  to  be  regarded  as  one  of  the  highest 
importance.  It  is — or  rather  should  be,  for  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion has  at  present  carefully  refrained  from  specifying  the  precise 
duties  of  the  school  doctor— an  essential  part  of  the  business  of 
the  new  medical  officials  to  detect  incipient  tuberculosis  in  the 
children.” 

Water  Certificates  were  applied  for  in  two  cases,  one  was 
granted  and  the  other  refused.  The  latter  case  was  brought  into 
Court,  and  after  several  adjournments  a decision  was  given  order- 
ing the  requirements  of  your  Council  to  be  carried  out.  I have 
visited  and  taken  samples  from  9 of  the  public  supplies  in  the 
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Bakehouses 

and 

Slaughter- 

houses, 


District  and  made  full  analyses  of  them.  The  results  arc  tabu- 
lated, and  appear  at  the  end  of  this  Report. 

I have  visited  the  Bakehouses  and  Slaughter-houses  in  the 
District  in  company  with  your  Inspector,  and  have  found  them  in 
good  order. 

As  regards  Sewerage,  New  Buildings,  Disinfection,  etc.,  they 
will  he  dealt  with  in  the  Inspector’s  Report,  which  for  the  first 
time  appears  as  a separate  one. 

I have  the  honour  to  remain,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

PHILIP  L.  BENSON,  m.d.,  d.p.h.  (camb.), 
Medical  Office}'  of  Health. 


TABLE  I.  Vital  Statistics  for  the  Whole  District  during  1908  and  Previous  Years. 


*9  months. 

Area  of  District  in  acres  (exclusive  of  Total  population  at  all  ages  ...  ...  8124 

area  covered  by  water)  ...  54,696  Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  ...  2007  l At  Census 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  4-047  i 1901. 
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The  Union  Workhouse  is  not  within  the  District. 
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TABLE  IV. 

Causes  of  and  Ages  at  Death  during  year  1908  in  the  Rural  District 

of  Buckingham. 
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Small-pox 

Measles 

Scarlet  Fever 

* 

Whooping  Cough 
Diphtheria  and  Mem- 

I 

I 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

* * * 

I 

. . . 

. . . 

branous  Croup 
Croup 

| Typhus 

Fevers  Enteric 

[other  continued 

Epidemic  Influenza  ... 

2 

• • • 

.•  • • 

• • • 

• • • 

2 

• . . 

• . • 

1 

I 

Cholera 

Plague 

Diarrhoea 

Enteritis 

3 

I 

I 

I 

2 

1 

Puerperal  Fever 
Erysipelas 

Phthisis 

Other  Tuberculous 

5 

... 

. . . 

I 

. . . 

3 

I 

3 

2 

. . . 

Diseases  ... 

Cancer,  malignant 

Disease 

6 
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. . . 

• . . 

2 
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1 

4 
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Bronchitis 

17 

3 
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. . . 

1 

12 

7 

10 

. . . 

Pneumonia  ... 
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Pleurisy 

Other  diseases  of  Res- 

piratory  organs 

2 
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. . . 
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. . . 

1. 
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Alcoholism  \ 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 
Venereal  Diseases  ... 
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. . . 
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. . . 

Premature  Birth 
Diseases  and  Accidents 
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Heart  Diseases 

9 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

2 

7 

3 

5 

I 

Accidents 

Suicides 

4 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

2 

1 

8 

1 

2 

2 

• • • 

All  other  causes 

4i 

3 

2 
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27 

13 

27 

I 

All  causes 
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1 1 

4 

4 

2 

27 

55 

37 

62 

4 

None. 

Analyses  of  Water  Supplies  in  1908. 
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Tanks  and  Filters,  Westbury.  Tanks  and  Filters,  Steeple  Claydon. 


New  Cowshed.  A Renovated  Cowshed. 


A Bucks  Dairy  Cow.  Several  Bucks  Dairy  Cows. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector 

For  the  Year  ending  December  31st,  1908. 


Buckingham, 

January  joih,  igog. 

To  the  Chairman  mid  Members  of  the  Buckingham  Rural 

District  Council . 

Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  of  submitting  to  you  my  Annual 
Report,  dated  from  the  ist  day  of  April  to  December  31st,  1908. 

Inspections. 

During  the  past  nine  months  1,251  inspections,  re-inspections 
and  calls  have  been  made  by  me  ; 409  letters  dealing  with 
sanitary  matters  have  been  written  ; 33  preliminary  notices  have 
been  served,  together  with  4.  duly  authorised  statutory  notices. 
In  the  majority  pf  cases  verbal  notices  have  proved  effective,  and, 
with  the  summary  of  results  at  the  end  of  my  Report,  my  work,  I 
trust,  may  be  plainly  seen. 

House  to  House  Inspections. 

Several  systematic  house-to-house  inspections  have  been 
made,  many  of  them  in  the  company  of  your  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  with  most  satisfactory  results. 

Water  Supplies. 

Seven  samples  of  water  have  been  taken  and  submitted  for 
analysis;  six  satisfactory  results  have  been  arrived  at.  The 
remaining  sample  was  taken  from  a public  supply  well  at  Padbury, 
which  has  since  been  thoroughly  renovated,  cleansed,  repaired 
and  covered.  In  one  instance  the  water  was  taken  from  a well 
which  supplied  a house  where  a case  of  enteric  fever  had  been 
notified,  and  the  result  of  the  analysis  proved  the  water  to  be  of 
an  excellent  nature. 

The  Cowley  and  Charndon  Store  Tanks  have  been 
thoroughly  cleansed. 
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A number  of  stand-pipes,  stop-cocks,  valves,  &c.,  have  been 
repaired.  The  plans  for  a new  water  scheme  at  Water  Stratford 
are  in  hand,  and  the  tenders  have  been  received  for  the  work, 
which  it  is  hoped  will  shortly  be  commenced. 

Two  applications  for  water  certificates  were  made ; one  was 
granted,  the  other  refused.  The  applicant  was  summoned  for 
occupying  the  house  (which  he  owned)  without  having  previously 
obtained  the  water  certificate.  The  magistrates  withheld  their 
decision  in  the  case  until  a suitable  water  supply  had  been 
provided. 

1 he  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  carried  out  in  con- 
nection with  the  supplies  : — 

Reservoirs  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  4 

Mains  repaired  or  relaid  ...  ...  ...  2 

Wells  cleansed,  protected  and  covered  ...  5 


New  services  laid  to  premises  ...  ...  4 

Samples  of  water  taken  for  analysis  ...  7 

Stand  pipes  repaired  ...  ...  ...  4 

Pumps  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Total  ...  ...  35 


New  fencing  has  been  fixed  round  the  supply  stand-pipe  at 
Barton  Hartshorne. 

Dairies  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Order,  1885. 

Much  time  has  been  spent  in  endeavouring  to  fulfil  my 
duties  as  your  Inspector  under  this  important  Act.  The  results 
of  my  endeavours  may  readily  be  summarised  from  my  Report. 
A great  deal  yet  remains  to  be  done,  and  many  preparations  are 
being  made  for  the  fulfilment  of  this  work.  Scrupulous  cleanli- 
ness is  encouraged  and  observed  with  good  results.  Where 
disease  has  been  found  to  exist  amougst  cattle  the  necessary 
prompt  measures  have  been  taken.  All  precautionary  measures 
have  been  taken  for  the  prevention  of  infection  in  milk  supplies. 
Improved  water  supplies  have  in  many  instances  been  provided. 
The  following  is  a summary  of  my  work  : — 

Total  number  of  registered  persons  on  book  ...  182 
,,  „ persons  registered  during  1908  59 
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Number  of  cowsheds  cleansed  and  limewashed 

drained 
paved 
channelled 
ventilated 
lighted  ••• 
roofed  ... 
roofs  repaired  ... 

Number  of  drain  openings  removed  from  in- 
side dairies 


n 


55 


55 


55 


55 


55 


55 


55 

55 

55 

55 

55 

55 

55 


7i 

29 

31 

31 

12 

9 

1 

2 


Number  of  cowsheds  provided  with  water  for 

swilling  floors  ...  ••  •••  •••  5 

Number  of  cowsheds  condemned  ...  •••  2 

„ temporarily  condemned  2 
Number  of  new  cowsheds  erected  ...  •••  3 

in  course  of  erection  2 


Total 


...  203 


Number  of  milk  supplies  stopped  owing  to 

disease  among  cattle  ...  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  milk  supplies  stopped  owing  to 

insanitary  condition  of  cowsheds  ...  1 

Number  of  milk  supplies  stopped  owing  to 

infectious  disease  ...  ...  ...  1 

Persons  stopped  from  milking  operations  owing 

to  infectious  disease  ...  ...  ...  2 

Total  ...  ...  6 

Canal  Boats’  Act,  1877  AND  1884. 

Seven  inspections  have  been  made  of  canal  boats.  One 
infringement  was  discovered,  viz.,  boat  without  water  vessel  on 
board.  The  complaint  form  was  issued,  and  the  instructions  on 
the  notice  were  complied  with.  ('The  canal  is  scarcely  used  by 
any  other  than  the  two  boats  owned  by  Mrs.  Canvin,  Leckhamp- 
stead  Wharf.) 

Offensive  Trades. 

There  are  now  no  offensive  trades  carried  on  in  your  District. 
The  knacker’s  yard  at  Thornborough  caused  a great  nuisance  to 
the  inhabitants  in  the  vicinity,  and  has  been  abolished  owing  to 
the  owner  failing  to  comply  with  your  requirements  for  the  abate- 
ment of  the  nuisance. 


27 


Infectious  Disease  and  Disinfection. 

In  all  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  strict  precautions  have  been 
taken  for  the  prevention  of  the  spread  of  infection.  Disinfectants 
have  been  freely  provided.  The  circulars  of  instruction  of  your 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  have  also  been  distributed. 

The  larger  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  which  were 
notified  as  Scarlet  Fever,  broke  out  at  Beachampton.  On  one 
occasion  a child  was  found  to  be  playing  with  othei  children 
whilst  in  the  desquamating  stage  of  the  disease.  Your  Council 
did  not  think  it  advisable  to  prosecute. 

The  following  is  a summary  of — 

Cases  Notified  ...  ...  ...  22 

Houses  Disinfected  ...  ...  10 

Schools  do.  ...  ...  3 

Slaughter  Houses. 

1 1 2 inspections  have  been  made  to  Slaughter  Houses  ; they 
were  generally  found  to  be  in  a clean  and  sanitary  condition. 
In  one  instance  meat  was  found  to  be  exposed  for  sale  and 
sold  on  unlicensed,  unregistered  and  most  insanitary  premises. 
The  trade  was  immediately  suspended,  and  though  the  license 
was  applied  for  later  it  could  not  be  granted,  owing  to  the  non- 
compliance  with  the  bye-laws  in  force  in  the  District.  No  further 
applications  for  licenses  have  been  made.  During  my  inspections 
I have  on  three  occasions  discovered  unsound  meat  exposed  for 
sale,  which  was  immediately  destroyed  by  my  order.  The 
Slaughter  Houses  have  been  regularly  lime-washed  and  kept  clean. 
I gave  notice  on  six  occasions  for  lime-washing,  and  the  instruc- 
tions were  complied  with. 

Summary : 

3 Slaughter  Houses  have  been  generally  repaired. 

2 Slaughter  Yards  have  been  paved. 

2 „ „ „ „ drained. 

4 Gulleys  have  been  inserted  in  place  of  untrapped 

drain  openings. 

1 new  drain  has  been  constructed  and  1 repaired. 

In  one  case  new  fasting  pens  have  been  erected. 

Factories,  Workshops  and  Bakehouses. 

85  Inspections  have  been  made  of  the  Factories,  Workshops 
and  Bakehouses  in  the  District.  All  notices  for  lime-washing  and 
structural  sanitary  repairs  have  been  complied  with  generally. 
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Sewage  Tanks  and  Filter  Beds. 

The  following  tanks  have  been  thoroughly  cleansed,  repaired 
and  re-charged  during  the  year  with  satisfactory  results  . 

Nos.  i and  2 tanks  at  Marsh  Gibbon. 

The  tanks  and  beds  at  Steeple  Claydon. 

„ ,,  Westbury, 

The  tanks  at  Middle  Claydon,  Barton  Hartshorne,  Maids 
Moreton,  Twyford,  Adstock  and  Steeple  Claydon  have  been 
periodically  cleansed. 

The  Edgcott  tanks  and  beds  are  at  the  present  time  being 
thoroughly  re-charged  and  repaired. 

The  ditches  throughout  the  District  have  been  cleansed. 

The  Water  Stratford  and  Maids  Moreton  Sewers  have  been 
periodically  flushed. 

Sewage. 

The  sewering  question  of  some  of  the  villages  in  your  District 
is  a subject  to  which  I have  devoted  considerable  attention. 

The  present  condition  of  the  sewering  of  some  of  the  villages 
is  well  known  to  your  Council,  and  the  matter  is  one  which  is 
receiving  your  consideration. 

Several  works  have  been  carried  out  during  the  past  twelve 
months,  and  it  has  been  my  careful  endeavour  to  study  the  falls 
of  your  villages  prior  to  any  sewering  work  being  undertaken,  so 
that  with  this  end  in  view  any  work  which  is  being  and  has  been 
done  will  fall  in  and  lead  up  with  future  works  and  complete 
schemes. 

The  work  which  has  been  done  is  work  of  a most  essential 
nature  in  the  interests  of  Public  Health,  and  the  urgency  of 
prompt  measures  has  necessitated  the  immediate  carrying  out  of 
such  works. 

Sewers  of  the  most  insanitary  and  defective  kind  have  in  many 
instances  been  taken  up  and  relaid  in  accordance  with  the  required 
standard. 

Manholes  have  been  inserted  in  several  necessary  cases  and 
proper  means  of  ventilation  introduced. 

General  repairs  and  improvements  have  been  carried  out  to 
sewers  throughout  the  District,  and  syphons  have  been  inserted 
where  surface  drain  openings  have  been  found  to  be  untrapped 

The  following  is  a summary  of  sewering  improvements  : 

An  extension  branch  sewer  in  Rookery  Lane,  Tingewick 
Ditto  ditto  at  Marsh  Gibbon. 
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An  agricultural  pipe  sewer  abolished  and  a properly  re-con- 
structed sewer  laid  at  Padbury. 

Ditto  ditto  at  Adstock. 

Ditto  ditto  at  Stockley’s  Lane,  Tingewick. 

Stone  culvert  ditto  at  Turweston. 

A sewer  laid  at  Akeley  to  replace  a foul  open  ditch  at  the 

back  of  several  properties. 

Ditto  at  Leckhampstead  to  replace  a foul  open 

ditch  polluting  a grazing  field. 

Manholes  inserted  in  the  existing  socket  pipe  sewers  at 
Twyford  and  Padbury. 

The  sewer  at  Barton  Hartshorne  re-ventilated. 

An  important  work  is  at  the  present  time  being  carried  out 
in  Westbury  village  for  Sir  Samuel  Scott,  Bart.  A new  sewer  is 
being  laid  for  conveying  the  sewerage  of  the  lower  end  of  the 
village  to  be  treated  in  the  existing  septic  and  filter  tanks.  A great 
nuisance  will  thereby  be  abated,  and  a brook  will  once  again  be 
free  from  the  pollution  of  sewage. 

An  old  foul  stone  culvert  is  being  replaced  with  a properly- 
constructed  sewer  at  Marsh  Gibbon,  and  a small  scheme  is  being 
carried  out  for  the  sewering  of  the  upper  end  of  the  village  of 
Akeley. 

Isolation  Hospital. 

Your  Council  has  at  the  present  time  under  its  consideration 
the  question  of  the  construction  of  a new  Isolation  Hospital  for 
the  District.  I trust  that  a favourable  decision  will  be  arrived  at. 

New  Buildings. 

New  buildings,  building  alterations  and  additions  have 
received  my  careful  supervision  in  all  stages  on  behalf  of  your 
Council,  and  it  is  pleasing  to  note  an  improvement  in  the  standard 
of  plans  submitted. 

General. 

I have  to  report  favourably  in  summarising  and  concluding 
this  Report  on  all  that  has  been  done  during  the  nine  months 
which  I have  served  under  your  Council. 

In  conclusion,  I would  most  sincerely  thank  you  for  the 
consideration  and  support  which  you  have  always  given  me  in  the 
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interest  and  furtherance  of  my  work.  I would  also  thank  the 
Medical  Officer  and  all  my  co-officials  for  the  kindness  which 
they  have  shown  me. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

LEONARD  BELL, 
Certificated  Sanitary  Inspector. 


Summary  of  the  work  carried  out  by  Mr.  /.  F.  Barnes  ( late 
Inspector ) for  the  months  of  January , Februaiy  and  March . 

Number  of  inspections  made  ...  ...  to 

Number  of  re-inspections  made  ...  ...  7 

Old  sewer  taken  up  and  relaid  with  socket  pipes  in  Stockley’s 
Lane,  Tingewick,  and  at  Turweston. 

Sewer  properly  ventilated  at  Barton  Hartshorne. 

Samples  of  water  taken  for  analysis  ...  2 

Houses  disinfected  ...  ...  r 

New  buildings  inspected  ...  ...  ^ 

Cowsheds  inspected  ...  ...  ^ 

Ditto  drained 

**••••  1 

Stables  and  yards  drained  ...  r 

Drains  repaired 


Summary  of  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Work  for  1908 , 

April  1st  to  December  3 1st. 

Drains — 

dated  from 

Number  of  houses  for  which  new  drains  have  been  constructed  7 , 
„ drains  repaired  ....  1 

J5 

„ ventilated  ... 

* * ' ••• 

12 

?> 

» un-stopped  or  cleansed 

...  21 

J) 

disconnecting  traps  fixed 

IO 

55 

gulley  traps  fixed 

21 

55 

defective  surface  traps  abolished 

•••  187 

5) 

manholes  built 

...  27 

55 

cesspools  constructed  and  ventilated 

69 

55 

cesspools  abolished 

...  7 

55 

old  cesspools  ventilated 

2 

55 

cellars  drained 

• • t 

• • • 

• • • 

2 

0 

Total 


432 
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Sinks — 

New  Sinks  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  fI 

Sinks  trapped  IO 

Channels  laid  from  sink  wastes  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Total  27 

Closets — 

New  water  closets  constructed  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

„ „ „ substituted  for  earth  closets  ...  ...  5 

New  earth  closets  erected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

,,  ,,  ,,  substituted  for  privies  ...  ...  ...  15 

Closets  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

,,  lime-washed  and  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

New  pails  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  64 

Yards  drained  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Stables  paved  or  drained  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Yards  paved  or  channelled  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Piggeries  cleansed,  paved  or  drained  ...  ...  ...  33 

Piggeries  abolished  and  new  styes  erected  at  distance  to 

prevent  nuisance  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Piggeries  totally  abolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Urinals  constructed  or  properly  drained  ...  ...  ...  4 

Foul  ditches  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Total  ...  ...  ...  90 

New  ashpits  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  12 

Old  ashpits  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Total  ..  ...  ...  18 


Offensive  accumulations  removed  ...  ...  ...  35 

Houses  cleansed  or  lime-washed  ...  ...  ...  18 

House  roofs  repaired  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  x3 

Light  or  vent  of  buildings  repaired  or  improved  ...  ...  2 

Damp  delapidated  cottages  repaired  ...  •••  •••  10 

Gutters  or  gatherings  provided  ...  ...  ...  •••  5 

Damp-courses  inserted  ...  •••  •••  •••  •••  1 

Total  ...  ...  ...  84 

Overcrowding  abated  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  5 


